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you of the purpose of this discussion. Iti s not simply a debate,.,
skilfully to score points. The review of the international
political situation was to lead us to an examination of experience
made by men moved by certain ideas and ideals, and then to
judge if those ideas and ideals are still compelling enough to
take us further. We have examined the facts. We have reviewed
the experiences made. Now we are in a position to judge whether
the ideals of Marxism and Communism, as we understood them,
hitherto, can still serve as the incentive for action in a compli-
cated situation.
Before proceeding further, I want to emphasise that our
discussion here has only one purpose: to clarify our own minds.
We have critically examined Communist theories and practice,,
and the foreign policy of the Soviet Union as well as its internal,
conditions, with the sole purpose of deriving lessons for our own
guidance. We shall have to act according to those lessons. We
do not propose to carry on anti-Communist or anti-Soviet pro-
paganda. That is not our business. If we were anti-Communist
or anti-Soviet, we should have the courage of our conviction,,
and say so publicly. But we are not. We had to clarify our own
ideas, so that we can see clearly ahead of us and our action is.
more effective. You need not be oppressed by the apprehension
that now we are committed to criticise Communism and the
Soviet Union. That is not our task, although some of us indi-
vidually have more reason to be bitter against Communists or
Soviet Russia than most anti-Commutiist crusaders or Soviet-
baiters. If we allowed ourselves to be moved by subjective
considerations, we could have said many things long ago. Btit
we have all along taken a tolerant attitude. To criticise is not
to condemn. We are neither bitter nor vindictive. We are not
quarrelling with people for the sake of quarrelling. Some 6f
you seem to be staggered at the very suggestion that there is.
little freedom in the Soviet Union. I have no first-hand know-
ledge of conditions there to-day, although one can form a pretty
fair judgment from information available. It is not very reason-
able to say that whoever does not praise the Russians unreser-
vedly is a liar.
I have had some personal experience, and it  was not'a-
pleasant experience. I had more than enough reason' to be bitten.